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Monte Video [Montevideo] 
Camp Weymouth 
England 
June 14th 1915 
My Dear Mother, 
 I suppose you have received my letter which I wrote from the Hospital at Birmingham, & was 
surprised to learn that I was in England. Well, Mother, I am pleased to say I am out of the Hospital now. I 
had seven days furlough in London, and I had a very good time.  
I stayed at the Union Jack Club Waterloo and found it’s a very nice place to stay. I met several 
Australians in London and they gave me a royal time. Myself & another chap met an old lady at the 
Commonwealth Office and she gave us £5 to go and have a good time on which we did I can tell you. 
Her name  
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was Mrs Beck and she once had a station in Queensland. She knew Dr Butler, who is the Dr.  of the 9th 
Battalion, and was very curious to know all about him so she took my address and a day or so later she 
and Dr Butler’s sister came around to the Union Jack Club to take me for a motor drive, as bad luck 
would have it, I […] well the next day. Two other chaps and myself journeyed to the Marble Arch, where 
we met some more Australian ladyes [sic] and they took us to the Kew Gardens which is supposed to be 
the best in the British Empire. We had a good look round, and had afternoon tea, and returned home 
and went to the theatre where we saw the play ‘Push & Go“ which was very good. On Saturday 14 of us 
went to Lord Darnley’s  
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Mausoleum at Gravesend where a very fine spread awaited us. Countess Darnley in an Australian born 
(she was a […], a […]) and she was greatly taken up with the Australians. Lord Darnley (then Hon Ivo 
Bligh) took the cricket team to Australia in 1881, and he is a very nice old chap to talk to, a real 
gentleman. After supper we drank Lord and Lady Darnley’s health, and Lady Darnley made a very nice 
speech. She wished us all the best of luck, and […] said […] she heard we were in action. She was offering 
up prayers for us. When we were leaving we gave them three Australian cheers which ends up with the 
Coo-eh, and when they heard it they had us coo-eeing there for an hour. Well, Mother, I have not told 
just what I think of London. Well at first I was very much disappointed with it. 
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The buildings are no better than those in Melbourne or Brisbane, but it is very convenient for travelling. 
They have all the under ground [sic] electric railway track and you can go any part of London 
underground. You can go under the Thames & with this letter I am posting a photo of these Colonials 
reading from left to right are Pte. [Private] Tyler, of Princess Patricia regiment Canada, Pte. [Private] 
Mills, of the […] Battalion, New Zealand, & the next comes Pte. [Private] A. B. Pratt, Australia, all of us 
have been doing our bit at the front.  
Well Mother, this is all this time so I think I will bring my short letter to a close so good bye to all. [sic] 
 I remain your loving son,  
 Austin Pratt 
Address my letters to Egypt. 
